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Overview of DoN
The Lahey-Northeast affiliation represents a transfer of ownership of two 
non-profit institutions. 

In Determination of Need processes for non-profit transfers of ownership, 
by statute, DPH only has limited authority 

• In nonprofit to for-profit transfers, Public Charities Division of 
Attorney General’s Office engages in extensive review process 
and is authorized to place conditions upon an approval.

In all hospital transfers of ownership, DPH conducts suitability review by 
HCQ and “streamlined” DoN review not involving the traditional DoN
review factors (e.g health planning, health care requirements, financial 
feasibility, community health initiatives). 



Public Process
DPH can encourage applicants to take into account
information that comes through the public review process
from a health planning perspective, which was the approach
we took in this case. 

1. We held a public hearing to listen to the community’s concern’s, 
primarily the maintenance over time of AGH’s services, especially the 
emergency department;

2. Legislators provided detailed testimony; 
3. Bureau staff met with the applicants to ensure they took the community 

concerns very seriously, and that availability of necessary services would 
be ensured; 

4. The hospitals revised their applications to include…. a firm and binding 
commitment to maintain existing services at current levels at Addison 
Gilbert for a minimum of 3 years; 

5. In fact, this outcome ensures that AGH stay open for this period of time, 
when if left to market circumstances, may have closed much earlier; 

6. Bureau staff met with community members expressing concerns to 
review the revised application and its assurances. 



Order of Presenters

1. Staff
• Bernard Plovnick, Determination of Need 

2. Interested Parties
• Susan Testaverde, Chief of Staff to Senator Bruce Tarr
• Margaret O’Malley, Partners for Addison Gilbert Hospital
• Jeanine Burns, RN

3. Applicants
• Howard Grant, JD, M.D., President and Chief Executive Officer,

Lahey Clinic Hospital

• Kenneth Hanover, President and Chief Executive Officer,
Northeast Hospital Corporation   
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